
CANOEING ALONG NICARAGUA

Adveniures on Sea and Shore Among the iMosquito Indians

By DR J HAMPDEN PORTER

That spot from which we started in pur-

suit
¬

of the black jaRiiar whobe chase is
to be related was a solitude so absolute
that one felt as if thoso then occupying
St were the first human beings by whom
its confines had been visited

Our party was gathered on Fome level
ground above a first line of cliffs gradual-
ly

¬

rising far up and beyond that point at
which trees ceased to grow Here and
there crythrianas scarlet flowers or some
solitary ceibas golden bloom splashed
these somber woodlands with gleams of
vivid color but this availed little toward
relieving the iccne of its stern sad state
licess

As we rested at our bivouac after nn
exhausting march Lopez called in his na-

tive
¬

language lie - who - sees - by - night
walked out from one of the neighboring
gorges and laid a small bundle of coarse
black hairs rolled round with cobweb be-

fore

¬

us
El tigre negro he said and explained

in terms that to reproduce would requite
Ihem to Vm translated out of broken Span¬

ish into English the most eccentric It is
an undertaking too formidable to be at-

tempted

¬

but before rendering his com-

munications

¬

in ordinary words the follow-

ing may serve as an example of how he
announced the black tiger

You see I go walkin somewhere mcb--b- e

ne sign Well bout half a league
up canyon seen one little small kind of
pine with bark scratched Tiger Stan
on his bine legs to clean claw By
and never see no scratches so high
Mus be very old tiger big as anything
an I know taint long since he been there
So I think pretty poor chance to stay
when dont have no good gun an ho can
come back

In the vernacular Lopez found there
hairs sticking to the bark saw immense
footprints and was instantly convinced
that a gigantic jaguar also black must
bo an out and out bona fide ramping
raging demon

This was why he returned in such a
hurry and despite his offer to trail the
beast next day we could see that long-
standing

¬

superstitious fears prevailed
over all recently acquired confidence in
magic rifles which would shoot a mile

That night a jaguar hunted the forest
below and so far as his proceedings could
be interpreted through hearing alone he
was attempting to round up deer after n
royal tigers method which consists in
driving them toward somo selected place
by making a circuit and roaring If this
were the case and he succeeded several
things might happen though it is impos
hiblc to particularize because we know
much less about jaguars than concerning
their Asiatic relatives

Admitting the design and its accom-
plishment

¬

however he would approach
these frightened creatures up wind get
within springing distance and strike some
victim dead Then the brute might cither
bo satisfied or go on killing so long as any
prey remained in reach If content and
still supposing that subsequent acta were
like thoso of a tiger the slain animal
would be neatly disemboweled and its
viscera rolled np and laid aside Almost
invariably the haunch is devoured first
torn nway in great bites and swallowed
whole

Liko all formidable cats except true
panthers jaguars arc thirsty beings so
having finished that part a drink must be
taken During their gorgings most of
these felina destroyers go to water more
than once but soma of them the most
murderous because they need to kill
oftener cat littlo meat living almost en-
tirely

¬

upon warm blood
Our self Introduced acquaintance down

In tho woods may have belonged to cither
class yet his chances for supper appeared
doubtful for we soon heard some foxes
barking

Those Email marauders follow up a
prowling jaguar and often spoil his sport
just as jackals or hyenas do that of Old
World beasts of prey but thcro are
apparently no such superstitions about
them as prevail there with reference to
those annoying satellites
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Any African hunter or shikari of India
will swear that these creatures find game
for lions and tigers Folk tales
their for this purpose are end-
less

¬

yet since they
tho real relation which ex-

ists
¬

between those small and great meat
eaters

Tho former live by their wits do little
hunting for and
subsist upon the leavings of more ca-
pable

¬

animals In Central and South

s

He With akd Sank to earth
America foxes arc the plagues of a ja-
guars

¬

life Like those we heard bark-
ing

¬

they escort him a safo distance
and keep up their outcries without refer ¬

ence to what is going on Deer and other
game fly while all to take re¬

venge can be easily by these
fleet little

We had no need to make an early start
He who cats us which is the literal

of this brutes name
goes about in remote regions by day and
may bo trailed at any hour Lopez led
us to the tree and it was scored so high
that we did not need a sight of those enor-
mous

¬

tracks to know how greatly this an-
imal

¬

must exceed tho size of its
kind

Then the Indian struck out on a cold
trail and it is worth while to describe
his Most writers treat such

of skill as if there was ¬

about them they tacitly
assume that tho senses of savages arc
more and have a wider rango
than those to civilized men

Not at all the whole secret lies in their
after ¬

upon a few objects until
aptness has been added to what ono

under thoso ¬

savagery must needs acquire for him-
self

¬

in order to live
Thus we to whom many things noticed

by these natives passed and un-
heard

¬

were reality able to see and hear
much mors than they since to them most
of natures pages remained blank and an
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infinity of things altogether meaningless
At first the trail led us over very rough

country winding among crags skirting
precipices and threading many a dark
and narrow glen Pursuing this devious
path on which the traces were often so
faint that none but specially trained men
could have recognized them we came
upon what was left of a warce or wild
pig lie had no business up there nnd
still less to wander off from his compan-
ions

¬

but animals arc not animated ma-

chines
¬

facts contradict the doctrine of nn
implanted instinct at every turn and wild
beasts display nil kinds of

This one had behaved in the most rash
and irregular manner thereby losing its
life for a jaguar will no more pit himself
against these warces when together than
he will engage a herd of peccaries

The ground showed that his feast had
been interrupted by this defunct porkers
friends wo also saw how long bounds car-
ried

¬

him to an escarpment of rock almost

wife- -

Arms the
nnd there the trail van-

ished
¬

leaving to nil appearance stranded
in n labyrinth of tortuous sheer walled
gulches

Lopez Co the situation
instantly and this is how they must have
reasoned

Tigers stay where venison pork mon ¬

keys and fish can bo got without much
tioublc They are lazy love water seek
shade The big black devil we follow
probably came up here to communicate
with some infernal being who lives on one
of these peaks His tracks cant be
traced over such a break neck route but
ho will go down again nnd we can find
the place where this demoniac went out

our guide led us through suc-
cessive

¬

mazes with much the same readi-
ness

¬

that a bird might have flown over
them and regaining the forest skirted
those abutments rising abruptly from its
verge

These hawk eyed Indians did not seek
In vain very long yet that brute had
blinded its trail with great skill No more
was done than many animals from ele-
phants

¬

downward arc accustomed to do
when opportunity serves still the trick
looked surprising and nono but experts
could have detected it Our quarry had
jumped from rock to rock always choos-
ing

¬

bare ones which would hold no im-
prints

¬

until the earth with only a single
stone to step on intervened between one
last safe foothold and the nearest tree
This however held a patch of moss and
cither overbalanced with his leap or
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through inadvertanceithe jaguar put one
paw upon it Lopezpponnccd upon that
sign immediately casfon Infallible glance
aloft and understood everything He saw
the direction indicated viewed n claw
scarred bough andidcploying his followers
into open order swung round to find where
this creature landed rafter taking on ar-
boreal

¬

tour
When found the trail for a long dis-

tance
¬

was so direct ns to make it cer-
tain

¬

that some particular destination lay
at its end Once more however our game
took to tree traveling The jaguar hap
pened upon nnothcr cscJ of footprints

from an entangled cactus nnd
thornbush brake and he instantly took
advantage of this opportunity to send any
pursuers astray This cunniug creature
leaped straight up where his own and the
others tracks joined repeating its former
excursion on high and getting found out
as before

By now also both of us knew some ¬

thing which our native did not
know namely that wo wcro tracking a
man cater After the animal had been
shot such an opinion was fully substan-
tiated

¬

but it needed no corroborative tes-
timony

¬

This long journey of his the
foresight and precaution when
could not have been more than a mere
possibility that wariness which never
flagged and complicated strategy told a
plain story to anyone familiar with these
scourges Full as they aro of tricks and
devices ordinary beasts do not act like
this ono that sort of behavior is confined
to valuable or more especially dangerous
brutes whom mans enterprise have often
compelled to match their wits against hu-
man

¬

Those reasonings which took him into
a tree when another jaguars trail might
lead suppositious pursuers away were ad-
mirable

¬

though they did not go far
enough

Tho lower mind is frequently ncutc
without being comprehensive nnd never
rises to any process of abstract thought

Wo recovered our lost traces in due
course and this time they led directly
into a valley nearly without trees where
the animal had entered its lair under some
overhanging rocks They formed an en-
trance

¬

or porch to n cavern which might
be quite large besides having more than
one opening so the first step under such
circumstances was directed toward block ¬

ing any nvenues permitting exit An aper-
ture

¬

leading out behind had stones spiney
nopal and thorn brush packed into it af-
ter

¬

which all assembled in front nnd for-
mally

¬

the jaguar
Of course it goes without saying that

only heroes of romances seek such an ani ¬

mal as this in a cave It must be made
to come out and fight but since starving
any of the large cats is time thrown away
nothing was left except smoke unless in ¬

deed this beast got into a rage and made
an onslaught of its own accord

That is not unusual however where-
fore

¬

making bonfires before the dens of
tigers or their kin becomes far more ex-
citing

¬

than safe Felino beasts arc in-

carnations
¬

of sudden death and no man
can go up to a place like this without the
risk of instant destruction

Our Indians fully appreciated their dan-
ger

¬

they knew that rifles at either side
of entrance would most probably not
prevent someone from being killed in case
of a rush yet all worked as coolly as if
nothing threatened First dry grass and
leaves next light wood then green logs
with noxious weeds and vilely smelling
creepers intermixed were laid
down after which everybody fell back
some little distance whilo Lepoz set fire
to tho pile

There was a strong draught through
crevices the fire constantly fed burned
fiercely and such volumes of stilling
smoke rolled inwards that one scarcely
comprehended how any air breathing crea-
ture

¬

conid live there
Before long it did become insupportable

We heard a hoarse half strangled roar
wo saw tho wild dark form
by flames With one dull sickening crash
an Indian ns if stricken by n thun-
derbolt

¬

nnd then thW infuriated brute was
raging among scattered flying figures
Fortunately it had become blind
and much confused or worse than whnt
happened would have ensued In such
cases a man must rhoot quickly but above
all else keep cool

Ounce rifle balls cannot be safely fired
into crowds yet here nothing alive stood
still for an instant

The scene passed liko a scries of flash
photographs swift as light

Both fired an nwful shape tried to
spring upon us fell short nnd crouched
with jaws dripping frothy blood In the
passing of a shadow it writhed at new
wounds reared with tossing arms and
sank shivering to earth

To be continued
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THE FORT ROYAL DANCE

By a seaman on board of the Yandalla
AIr Vhack Row do Dow

Behold our glorious banner floats In the ftlr
But four hours since bass traitors swora we

could not plant It there
But brave Dupont he led us on to flsht the

vanntlm ton
And soon the rebel standard was la the dast

lata low

Chobcs Whack Row de Dow
How ore you ola Port Royal
Whack Row de Dow
How do you do SecesU

When we were seen ndvanclng they laughed
with foolish pride

And said that soon our Northern fleet theyd
sink beneath the tldo

And with their guns trained carefully they
waited our advance

And the gallant Wabash soon struck up the
music for the dance

Cnonrs Whack Row dc Dow etc

The Susquehanna next In line delivered her
broadside

With deadly aim each shot was sent and
well each gun was plied

And still our gallant ships advanced and
each one as she passed

Toured In her deadly messengers and the
foe fell thick and fast

Cnonus Whack Row de Dow etc

Each Rhlp advanced In order each commander
wore a smile

Until the famed Yandalla brought up the
rear In style

And ns our guns were shortest we balanced
to the right

Which brought us to the enemy the closest
In the light

Cuoncs Whack Row de Dow etc

Then round the room Port Royal Bay we
took n Highland lllng

And showed them In Kort Walker what loud
music we could slnsr

And thus we poured In our broadsides which
brought their courage low

And oer tho rebel b utcrles soon our Union
Flag did flow

Cnoncs Whnck Row de Dow etc

Three cheers for gallant Haggarty he led us
safely through

And three four our loved Whiting he Is the
real true blue

Success to every officer who fought with us
that day

Together may we pas3 unscathed through
many a gallant fray

Cnoncs Whack Row dc Dow etc
A health to every gallant tar who did his

duty well
Peace to the ashes of the dead who nobly

fighting fell
Twas In a glorious cause they died the

Union to maintain
Wo who are left when called upon will try

It oer again
Cnonus Whack Row de Dow etc

For senior Commander-in-Chi- ef

From the Providence K I Journal
The Department of the Potomac has

nnnuimoubly indorsed Comrade John Mc
Elroy of Washington D C for election
as Senior at the
33th National Encampment to be held at
Cleveland tho first week in September
He is editor of The National Tribune
established 1877 and published at Wash-
ington

¬

He is an able man loyal veteran
nnd faithful comrade eminently qualified
for the position

An Open tetter from Rev F A
Harrison Itapids N Y July 17 1900

Dr Peter Fahmey Chicago 111 Dear
Sir and Brother I havo been greatly
benefited by the uso of your Blood Vital-
izes

¬

I was taken sick lust February and
was confined to the house for seven weeks
I consulted a physician and he told me I
had asthma Ho garc me somo medicine
which while it gave mo somo relief did
not rcacii the seat of the disease I
coughed both day and night and had se-
vere

¬

pains in the lower part of my stom-
ach

¬

and sides There yas also a swelling
on my side larger than my hand Fur-
thermore

¬

I was so weak I could hardly
stand on my feet About that time I read
of your Blood Vitalizer and sent for some
which I commenced to use

I nm now able to attend to my work
on my circuit I preach twice each Sun ¬

day and teach two Bible elnsscs I feel
well and except when I take cold I have
no cough The pain in my stomach and
sides has disappeared I think through
Gods blessing your Blood Vitalizer has
saved my life Your brother in Christ

F A IIAKKISON
Dr Peters Blood Vitalizer holds an un-

broken
¬

record of success in tho treatment
of all constitutional disorders Sold to
the people direct through local agents or
by tho proprietor Dr Peter Falirney
112 114 S Hoyno Ave Chicago III
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TRY THIS 1 PLAN
If the club raiser is really in earnest

about getting a lot of guesses and trying
for the 4000 bulls eye making a good
casii prolit at the same time he should
try the following plan

Make up say a 53 order something
like this

3 volumes Si and Shorty
C volumes Andersonville
1 volume Ited Acorn
2 volumes Manning ISoolc
1 volume Gleason Horse Book
2 volumes Clarks Cook Book
1 volume Kield Dungeon etc
1 volumo Boy Spy
1 volume Further Adventures Boy Spy
1 volumo Scouts and Spies
1 volume Cannoneer
1 volume Daring Enterprises
1 volume Historic Homes
1 volume Capturing a Locomotive
1 volumo Soldiers Handbook
1 volume Secret Service
8 Subscription Coupons

33
Tiiis makes 83 volumes nnd Sub

scription Coupons which ns will bo seen
elsewhere costs 5 a fraction more than
lo cents for each volume aim feubsenp
tion Coupon You sell them for 23 cents
each making a profit of 323 on tho lot
lou can glvo the guesses to your cus-
tomers

¬

or retain them yourself as you
deem best

By this transaction you gam 20 guesses
for tho 3 sent and ns many more as you
reserve out of the 33 when you sell the
books and coupons The books and cou-
pons

¬

are well worth 23 cents each with
out the privilege of guessing

By repeating this transaction as often
ns possible during April and May n great
many guesses can be gained for tho next
contest In every transaction you will
also make a good cash profit

The sample order list above is merely
to lllustrnto the idea You may prefer
less variety of books or more of one kind
or ail of ono kind You may prefer all
books or all Subscription Coupons Suit
yourself Or you can order less as per
piice list But the S3 order jives you tho
best profit

It injures books to send them back and
forth therefore books are not returnable
At 15 cents a volume they are cheap
enough you can sell a cartload of them
But jou can return any unsold duusenp
tion Coupons and get your money back

Wo may not have made this new plan
as clear as we should If not trust some
thiug to us Wo will treat you right and
we know it will work out to your profit
aud great gain of guesses Make up a 3
order and send along at once

339 Avenue

TRUE SON OP THE UNION

One of rjtn sbankii Old Troopers Telli of
Bis Colonel

Editor National Tkibtozi I desire
to say a few things throuih your paper
on the life and death of Gen J I O
Shanks Gen Shanks was bom in Mar
tinsburjr Va In 1826 He moTed with
his parents to Jay County Ind In 1S40
He died at his residence In Portland Ind
Jan 23 J 001

Gen Shanks served In the Legislature
of Indiana sovcral terms in Congress on
Gen Fremonts staff during the civil war
and had an appointment as Indian Agent

The first time I remember of meeting
J P C Shanks was during the Fremont
campaign when I was a boy The neigh-
bors

¬

had built n log school house with
k chimney and fireplace The

hearth had sunk two or three inches be-

low
¬

the floor Tho house was ceiled with
rough lumber and was so low that an
unnsually tall man could not stand straight
under the ceiling Hi JIjoU ftnaiiKS came to
make a speech in our school house do
scribed above Wlien be arose to speak
ho could not stand straight under the ceil ¬

ing so had to stnnd down in the hearth
From that time on I Knew i i u

Shank When he organized the 7th Ind
Cav I joined the regiment Shanks be ¬

came the Colonel mid Thomas 31 Brown
of Winchester Lictilennnt Colonel There
U no place in the world like the army to
develop manhood and character I was
with Col Shanks in camp on the march
nm in brittle I was with him in that
noted cubed charge at Oklalona Miss

known in history as Ivy I arm Anna
all trying ordenli he manifested 1 true
soldierly spirit and courage A braver

The Kongh Riders
BY THEODORE ROOSEVELT

This book is Governor Koosevclts best
known work It has been praised and
quoted from by the press of the whole
country Xo other work on the Spanish
War has had sueha wide circulation or
attracted such attentiou

CONTENTS
Raising tho Regiment
The Start for Cuba
Gen Youngs Big Fight
The Cavalry at Santiago
In the Trenches
The Return Home

Remember this is a special edition au¬

thorized by Gov llooscvelt It is limited
and after the present lot is disposed of
no more can be had except at S200 a copy
It will therefore be profitable for you to
order now wnilethis announcement is be¬

fore you

THE STORMING OF

SAN JUAN HILL
AND THE

FIGHT AT EL CANEY
arc included in the chapter The Cavalry
at Santiago The Governor has correct-
ed

¬

in this work many of the misstatements
made by correspondents at the time This
volume forms the grenter part of the his-
tory

¬

of the Spanish American War nnd
up to this writing has only been sold at
5200 n copy Tho Governor however
has permitted a special limited edition to
bo published nnd on which we made a
most liberal offer

One handsomo volume 300 pages largo
type with fine half tone portrait of Gov
Itooscvelt in Jtough llider uniform

The charm of tho book is without par-
allel

¬

in historical writing As Pitt could
be severe and parliamentary at the same
time so Mr Jtoosevclt shows that he
can be accurate and entertaining at the
same time Never before has there been
a book so perfect from the standpoint of
tho statistician and never one more fas-
cinating

¬

from the standpoint of the general
reader
The aboTe book postpaid and

The Rational Trllmiic CI nz
one year and live guesses

r iSAV

Pennsylvania

BRIEF PROSPECTUS OF

SW

j good until
bcreO -

ilened

Signed by

One

200

400
500

man aid kinder officer to those under Ms
sever drew a titer than Gen Shanke

The worth of that man was never afpredated He met many reverses yet me
met them ell with true courage He was
as honest man to his conviction
nnd nothing could swerve from what
he thought to be right He had bin beset
msnts and niado his mistakes and no ola
knew it better than he

If Gen Shanks over had an enemy la
tho rank and filo of his regiment I never
knew It The iast speech 1 ever heard
him make was at our last regimental Re-
union

¬

at Indianapolis in September 100O
As his towering form stood before ns that
morning and poured forth his elo
quence every brave heart present iru
touched and eyes were suffused with
tears One of the impressive scenes as
the funeral was a white horse led behind
the hearse with Gen Shankss old army
saddle with his army equipments ana
boot1 and spurs on the horse

Comrades of the 7th Inu Uav present
at the funeral Jan 2C were Alexander
Little Iairmount Eli Frasher Portland
II C Guilett Kidgeville C Kitts
millcr Dunkirk Iter A S Whetsel Dun
kirk Ind aud Adam Xearon Fort Re
covery Ohio A S WllETSEr Dunkirk
Ind v

Hon W I Jones of Washington
Editok Natioxu Tribune I wiK

you would mention in your paper tho
many kind acts that our present Repre
sentative Hon W L Jones is doing for
our oldiers and which deserve the pralsa
of every veteran He has shown himself
a man and a lover of justice to whom jus
tice is due MAKTITf O HOLSTOX Co C
lGth 111 Cav Spokane AVash

The Every Day Life

of Abraham Lincoln

Lincolns Life and Character
Portrayed by Those Who
Knew Him A Complete Per-

sonal

¬

Description and Biog-

raphy
¬

BY FRANCIS F BROWNE

100 Illustrations 750 Pages J

8vo Cloth Bound
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KbrahamJ I M Lincoln iff

This book tells the story of Mr Lincolns
life as it has never been told before The
narrative presents him as a man
than as an official The history of the
war period abounds in incidents and anec-
dotes told of and by him

There arc thousands of incidents of his
associations with Hamlin Steward Stan

Grant Sherman Porter tarragur
Sumner Chase and the other long ar-
ray

¬

of political and military giants of th
time No attempt is made to give a his
tory of the War of the Rebellion but tor
show Mr Lincolns personal relations to It

Tho work is handsomely printed oa
heavy book paper large Svo size

The aliovo fine Tolnme post
paid also The National Trlb
nne one year ana 12
guesses 3
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The many inlercsting features ot The Natiokat Tribtote cannot be fully set
forth in a brief prospectus The following are a few of the serial articles and
narratives which will be printed in our columns at an early day in addition to mat
ter already announced
WITH THE WESTERN ARMY

Cen Green B IJaum late Commissioner of Pensions and a gallant soldier
from Illinois whose service extended through the civil war will contribute a series
of articles upon operations in which his command participated in the Western
army His articles will cover operations about Vicksburg Chattanooga Atlanta
and other historic points in the march of Shermans army
THE GUERRILLAS REVENGE

A Thrilling Biory of Capture and Escape from Mosby
By Capt Charles Brewster

This is a account of the surprise and capture of a small party
In the Shenandoah Valley who were taken to Itectortown and at n general meet-
ing

¬

of Mosbys guerrillas were lined up to draw lot by means of which seven
wero chosen to be executed in retaliation for the hanging of some guerrillas by
order of Gen Custer Tho story proceeds with nn account of the tragedy to-

gether
¬

with tho escape of several of tho number who were destined to be hanged
near tho Union lines by Mosbys desperadoes
ADVENTURES OP AN IRON BRIGADE MAN

By R K Beacliam 2d Wis
A graphic description of campaigns battles and marches in the Army of ths

Potomac from the earliest days of the war including an elaborate description of
tho battle of Gettysburg -

It is a splendid story
THE BUSHWHACKERS DAUGHTER

Trof Wni T Dews author of A Union Man in Richmond has written a
number of sketches of life in the Great North Mountain during the war Among
those that will appear at an early date is The Bushwhackers Daughter Ihe
heroine is the daughter of a Union man who after killing a rebel neighbor sought
refuge in the mountain fastness
RECOLLECTIONS OF A FORAGER

By Jas Shaw late of the 15th and 31st 0 V L
These recollections cover a series of adventures sometimes desperate and some

times comical making altogether the raciest lot of soldier stories that we have
ever seen They will run for a scries of weeks under the above title
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